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RUSSIA’S EXPANSION IN THE CAUCASUS AND GEORGIA 


Dimitri Silakadze 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA AND BOLSHEVIK 


UPRISINGS IN THE TSKHINVALI REGION 
in 19171920 


n July 9, 2019, the President of the Russian Feder- 
ation, Vladimir Putin, stated that the Georgian Army 
had acted brutally in Ossetia in 1919-1920, noting 
that this is exactly what today is called genocide.' 
On July 19, 2019, the Tskhinvali occupation regime 
appealed? to the Russian authorities to recognize the gen- 
ocide against Ossetians committed by Georgia. In Septem- 
ber of the same year, a working group was set up*in the 
Russian State Duma to study the issue. In 2020, the occu- 
pied Tskhinvali declared* June 20 as the “Day of Genocide.” 
The issue of “genocide” is not new, and often comes to the 
fore in parallel with tense political events. The basis for all 
this was laid on September 20, 1990, when the Council of 
the Autonomous District of South Ossetia qualified the 1920 
events as genocide. Later, in 2007, the so-called parliament 


1 https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021 

2 https://ria.ru/20190719/1556702355.html 31.05.2021 

3 http://duma.gov.ru/news/46172/ 31.05.2021 

‘ ~ https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/8777475 31.05.2021 
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of South Ossetia described the events of 1918-1920 as “a 
struggle for national liberation of the Ossetian people,” 
and the action of the Georgian government as “genocide® 
against the Ossetians.” 

The issue is politicized, which creates a basis for the 
distortion of historical reality and complicates research. Our 
goal is to analyze all available data — published documents 
and works, unknown and unpublished archival documents, 
press, and the memories of those involved — so as to ob- 
jectively recount what happened in the Tskhinvali region a 
century ago. Historian Levan Toidze wrote: “It is said that 
the truth heals the wounds. We need to establish an objec- 
tive history, not to reproach each other, but to establish the 
truth and learn lessons for the future.” 


5 http://osinform.org/4518-deklaratsija_o_genotside_1920_ 
goda_v_juzhnoj_osetii.html 31.05.2021 https://regnum.ru/news/ 
society/727409. html 31.05.2021 


5 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was 
Established, Tbilisi, 1990, p. 38 (in Georgian). 
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Genocide is best seen in population dynamics. In a 
case of genocide, the population decreases sharply. Let’s 
see what the situation was with the Ossetians in this re- 
gard, using a comparative analysis of the 1917 agricultural 
census of the Russian Empire and the 1926 Soviet general 
census. According to the 1917 census of the Russian Em- 
pire, a total of 2,362,510 people lived’ in the area, while 
the 1926 census reports 2,677,233 inhabitants.® According 
to these censuses, there were 95,596 Ossetians living in 
the provinces of Tbilisi and Kutaisi in 1917, and 113,298 
in 1926.9 Thus, during this nine-year period, the Georgian 
population, including Ossetians, increased by 13.3%, and 
excluding Ossetians by 13.1%. The number of Ossetians 
living in Georgia increased by 18.5% during the same peri- 
od. Acomparative analysis of demographic statistics shows 
that the increase in the number of Ossetians 1.4 times ex- 
ceeded the growth rate of the population of the republic 
overall. Perhaps the 1917 agricultural census, which also 
counted the population, was not thoroughly accurate, al- 
though in this case, the error would have been common. Ac- 
cording to the statistics, there is no evidence of genocide. 
On the contrary, the Ossetian population was growing faster 
than the population of the republic. Although analysis of the 
population growth dynamics rules out genocide, it is still not 
sufficient for a complete restoration of the historical picture. 

The migration of peoples has always taken place on 
the territory of Georgia, but the settlement of the Ossetian 
population became intensive in the in the 17th-18th centu- 
ries. The term “South Ossetia” did not exist at all in the 18th 
century, but according to modern Russian and separatist 
Tskhinvali political circles, historians and propagandists, 
“South Ossetia” joined Russia as early as in 1774." In fact, 
back then, the Tskhinvali region was part of the Kingdom of 
Kartli-Kakheti and was ruled by Georgian feudals. Further, 
at that time, Ossetians did not live in Tskhinvali and its sur- 
rounding villages at all: The main area of their settlement 
was the mountainous strip of Shida Kartli."" The Russian 
propaganda is based on the Russo-Ottoman truce of 1774, 


7 — Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 cen- 
sus, Central Statistics Division of the Georgian SSR, Statistics Dis- 
patch N1, Tbilisi, 1921, p. 23-25 (in Georgian).We excluded the data 
of the population of the Artvin district and the city of Artvin, since the 
city of Artvin and the district of Artvin were no longer part of Georgia 
in 1926. As such, this data would not be useful in comparison. 


8 Vakhtang Jaoshvili, Georgian population in the XVIII-XX centu- 
ries, Tbilisi, 1984, p. 126 (in Georgian). 

9 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 cen- 
sus, p. 23-26; Vakhtang Jaoshvili. Population of Georgia in XVI- 
Il-XX centuries, p. 139. 


10 https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021; 
Mapuam Jlopakunauug3e, Teoprun Otxmesypu, Livga Kapton 
(Uctopuyeckun akcypc), COopHuk OcetuHb! B Fpy3uu, Tonnucn, 
2015, c. 37., p. 126. 

"Apollon Tabuashvili. Census books of the city of Tskhinvali and its 
surrounding villages (late XVIII century), Tbilisi, 2013, p. 17-18; 22-26 
(in Georgian); Mapvam Jlopakunanngse, Teoprun Orxmesypu, Wuga 
Kaptnu (Uctopuyeckun akcypc), COopHnk OcetuHb! B Fpy3uu, c. 34. 
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despite the fact that Ossetia is not even mentioned in the 
truce. According to Article 21 of the armistice, large and 
small Kabardino was transferred to Russia (it is known that 
at that time, Kabardino also included the territory called Os- 
setia, now called North Ossetia). This truce had nothing to 
do with the Tskhinvali region at all,"? a fact that, aside from 
in written documents, can be well seen on contemporary 
official Russian maps. 

In 1784, a representative of Russia, Stepan Burnashev, 
who was dispatched to Kartli-Kakheti, compiled a map. 
There is no South Ossetia on the map, which shows this ter- 
ritory as part of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. On the map, 
the inscription “Ossetia” is seen in the North Caucasus."° 
According to the 1792 official atlas of the Russian Empire, 
the territory of the Caucasus Viceroyalty did not extend to 
the South Caucasus."* 

In 1801, Russian Emperor Alexander | abolished the 
Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, and the territory of the pres- 
ent-day Tskhinvali region, like other Georgian regions, be- 
came part of the Russian Empire. In the 19th century, the 
Ossetians, along with other highlanders in eastern Georgia, 
revolted against the Empire several times. For example, 
they took an active part in the 1804 Mtiuleti uprising, after 
the suppression of which Russian troops burned down nine 
Ossetian villages. Ossetians also took part in the 1810- 
1811 uprising of Leon Bagrationi, grandson of King Erekle 
ll. After the defeat of the uprising, the Russian Army and 
its subordinated Georgian militia burned 20 villages in the 
Java Gorge. More than 100 Ossetians were killed as part of 
the punitive operation. 

The term South Ossetia first appeared in the 19th 
century, in particular in the 1830 newspaper TuqnuccKue 
Begomoctn, although the term had no official meaning and 
was rarely used." 

In 1843, on the territory of the Georgia-Imereti governo- 
rate, the Ossetian Okrug was formed, separating from Gori 
County (Mazra). It consisted of the Java, Patara Liakhvi and 
Nari districts. This Okrug covered about a third of the pres- 
ent-day Tskhinvali region and existed for a short period of 
time. In 1859, the Ossetian Okrug, with the exception of the 
Nari district, returned to the Gori County and was renamed 
“the Police District of Mountainous Ossetia.”"” 


12 Roland Topchishvili, Ossetians in Historical and Modern Georgia, 
Tbilisi, 2019, p. 12-14 (in Georgian); E. VU. Opyxkuxnua Kiouyk- 
KavHappxunckun mup 1774 roga (ero nogroToBka uv 3aKnioueHue). 
Mocksa, 1955, c. 286; 349-360. 


3 Thxonfo Tpacanua, Wuga Kaptnu u Ocetukckan npobnema, 
COopHuk OcetnHbl B Fpy3uu, Tounucn, 2015, c. 65. 


4 Atnac Poccuickon umnepuu, Cankt-Netep6ypr, 1792, nuct 43. 

18 Aktbl coOpaHuble Kapka3cxou Apxoerpacbuyeckon Komuccuel, T. 
4, Tudbnucb, 1870, c. 466; Roland Topchishvili, Ossetians in His- 
torical and Modern Georgia, p. 15-16. 

6 Conomon SJlexvweunu, Korga BosHuk TepMUH “HO>KHaA OceTua’?, 
COopHuk OcetuHbl B Fpy3uu, Tounucn, 2015, c. 206-216. 

Thxonfo Tpacanua, Wuga Kaptnu u Ocetukckan npobnema, 
COopHnK OceTuHbI B Ipy3nu, c. 66-67. 


RUSSIA’S EXPANSION IN THE CAUCASUS AND GEORGIA 


rns 


a 

Kae TA > 
PBK CKA 
fAMBC TH INTE @ 


In 1917, great changes began in the Russian Empire. 
The February Revolution was followed by the Bolshevik 
coup on October 25. The Caucasus region moved away 
from the metropolis and a temporary governing body, the 
Transcaucasian Commissariat, was established in Tbili- 
si. The Bolsheviks were not popular in Georgia; however, 
they used all methods to seize power, seeking support in 
war-weary soldiers and disgruntled peasants, and through 
them forming armed detachments. 

Along with the social, the revolution also raised the 
issue of national self-determination. In 1917-1918, Osse- 
tians living in Shida Kartli demanded the establishment of 
a separate provincial administrative self-governing unit 
(Eroba). In 1917, during the Russian revolutions, 95,596 
Ossetians lived in the governorates of Tbilisi and Kutaisi. 
Most of them, 61,584, in the Gori County, which had a total 
population of 222,693 people. Of 67,931 residents of the 
Dusheti County, 19,392 were ethnic Ossetians.‘* In the Gori 
County, most Ossetians were in the Police District of Moun- 


8 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 cen- 
sus, p. 14; 23-25. 
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tainous Ossetia, where the majority of the 21,073 people 
living in the five rural communities there (Java, Kemulta, 
Roki, Ortevi, Tsunari) were Ossetians (20,414 people). The 
same picture was seen in Kornisi, where 5211 out of 5271 
inhabitants were also Ossetian.'° In the city of Tskhinvali, its 
population at that time consisted of 5033 people and only 
533 of them were ethnic Ossetian.”° 

The second congress of South Ossetian delegates 
was held in Tskhinvali on December 15-17, 1917. The con- 
gress elected the National Council of South Ossetia and 
adopted a resolution which expressed a desire to grant 
broad self-government to South Ossetia. On January 10, 
1918, the National Council of South Ossetia submitted a 
project for the establishment of a self-governing County 


‘© Tawmypa3 Tagtaes, OxHaa Occetua B 1920 rogy (YacTb 1), 
BectHuk CeBepo-OceTuHcKoro rocygapcTBeHHOrO yHUBepcuTeTa 
um. K.J1. Xetarypopa, O6wecrBeHHble Hayku, Bnagukaskas, 2015, 
N 2, c. 55. 


20 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 cen- 
sus, p. 25. 
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to the Transcaucasian Commissariat.2' At the same time, 
the Bolsheviks and, instigated by them, some soldiers 
and peasants who had recently returned from the front, 
were forming armed detachments. They were preparing, 
at most, to seize power, and at least to plunder the for- 
mer nobility. The unresolved issue of land further aggra- 
vated the situation. In January-February 1918, Bolshevik 
demonstrations took place in some of the Georgian reg- 
iments stationed in Kutaisi, Gori and Telavi. These were 
suppressed by the Guards.” At the same time, Officer 
Isak Kharebov, who had returned from the front, together 
with his front-line soldiers, formed a detachment of 300 
armed Ossetians in the Gori County and began attacking 
the Georgian nobles. The operative data of the Gori re- 
gional militia paint a very tough picture: Insurgents looted 
and burned about 30 villages in the County, and tortured, 
killed, burned or shot dozens of people.”?“In the village of 
Kornisi, only one brother survived from the Kherkheulidze 
family, all women and children of which were exterminated. 
He escaped to Khviti, chased by six Ossetian cavalrymen. 
He was captured, chained, and taken away ... It started 
like this: an assembly meeting was held in the Ossetian 
village of Balta on January 28. The assembly decided to 
fight the nobles. Two days later, armed crowds grew from 
the villages of Abano, Abis, Tseronis, Avlev and Knolev. 
The nobles were dispersed...”** In most cases, such at- 
tacks were well-organized. 

At the beginning of 1918, the Chermen Bolshevik 
Organization of South Ossetian was established in Tbi- 
lisi, which, aS a regional organization, joined the Tbilisi 
Committee of the Russian Bolshevik Party. Members of 
the Chermen immediately started propaganda in the Os- 
setian villages of Shida Kartli, acting as a link between 
the Bolshevik Party and the population of the villages 
in the Tskhinvali region. The Bolsheviks planned an up- 
rising in the region with the help of this organization.” 
The Transcaucasian Commissariat sent several hundred 


Guards, headed by Ossetia 
to restore order in the Coun 


with the events in the Gori 


n Kosta Kaziyev (Kazishvili), 
ty. In March 1918, in parallel 
County, the Ottoman Army 


resumed hostilities on the Caucasus front, so the Tran- 
scaucasian Commissariat dispatched its military units 
there. At that time, the looting band in Gori County fur- 
ther weakened the already scarce military capabilities of 
the Commissariat. 


21 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was 
Established, p. 15-18. 


22 Newspaper Ertoba, February 1918: N31; N 32; N36; N42; N43: N45. 


23 Bopb6a tpygauuxca lOro-Ocetuu 3a CopeTckyt0 BnacTb 1917- 
1921 rr, oxymentb! uv Matepuanbi, Cranunup, 1960, c. 17-18: 
Shota Vadachkoria, Ossetian Myth and Georgian Reality (in re- 
sponse to Ossetian historians), Tbilisi, 2012, p. 5-7 (in Georgian). 


24 Newspaper Sakartvelo, February 114, 1918, N 36, p. 4. 


5B. Pliev, The Combat Road of the Bolshevik Organization of South 
Ossetia, Tbilisi, 1978, p. 6-9 (in Georgian). 
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On March 2-4, 1918, at the first session of the National 
Council of South Ossetia, lawmakers discussed the need 
to fight the Ottomans, and condemned the unrest in the re- 
gion.” Nevertheless, the situation only worsened, seeing 
the population, encouraged by the Bolsheviks, preparing 
for an uprising. The Guards devised a plan for their disar- 
mament. On March 13, Kaziyev tried to take weapons away 
from the population of the village of Eredvi, but was am- 
bushed by a Bolshevik detachment and forced to retreat to 
Tskhinvali. The next day, March 14, members of the Presid- 
ium of the Revolutionary Peasants Union gathered in the 
village of Vanati and decided to retain their weapons. They 
set up a revolutionary tribunal and scheduled a rally in the 
village of Vanati the next day.?” 

On March 15-16, insurgents approached Tskhinvali and 
issued an ultimatum to the government. They demanded 
the immediate redistribution of lands and the expulsion of 
the nobles from the Gori County.8 Giorgi Machabeli, Com- 
missioner of the Gori County, arrived in Tskhinvali with a 
detachment of Guards to help Kosta Kaziyev. Giorgi Gaglo- 
ev, a member of the Transcaucasian Seim and the Chair- 
man of the South Ossetian National Council, Kirile Ninidze, 
a member of the Seim, and Sandro Ketskhoveli, a veteran 
revolutionary, arrived to settle the situation in Tskhinvali.2° 

The negotiations were unsuccessful. The rebels seized 
Tskhinvali and captured the defeated guardsmen. Giorgi 
Machabeli, Sandro Ketskhoveli and Kosta Kaziyev were 
killed. Their corpses were mutilated. The body of Sandro 
Ketskhoveli was thrown in the street and a phaeton was 
driven over him. 

Alarge part of the population of Tskhinvali fled as a mob 
of insurgents looted the city. About 800 guardsmen with ar- 
tillery were sent to restore order in the County. On March 
22, the Guards occupied the city almost without a fight.%" 

After entering Tskhinvali, in order to avoid bloodshed, 
Valiko Jugheli set the following conditions to the rebels who 
had retreated to Kekhvi: 1. Immediately hand over their 
weapons; 2. Hand over persons guilty of insurrection; 3. 
Hand over the killers of Kosta Kazishvili, Sandro Ketskhov- 
eli and Giorgi Machabeli; 4. Release all captured guards- 
men; 5. Liquidate the uprising; 6. Return stolen goods to 
Tskhinvali. The response of the rebel headquarters was 


26 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was 
Established, p. 18-19. 


27-3. H. Banees, U. B. Dory30s, V3 Uctopun 6opb6b! tpygaLuuxca 
tOro-Ocetuu 3a Coperckyto Bnactb, Ctanuuup, 1957, c. 11. 


28 Bopb6a Tpyasuuxca tOro-Ocetuu 3a Copetckyto BnacTb 1917- 
1921 rr, c. 24-25. 


29 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was 
Established, p. 23-25. 


30 Newspaper Ertoba, March 28, 1918, N 71, p. 3; Newspaper 
Sakartvelo, March 25, 1918, N66, p. 3. 

31 Shota Vadachkoria, Ossetian Separatism and Georgian Reality 
(1917-1925), Tbilisi, 2017, p. 23-25 (in Georgian); Newspaper 
Ertoba, March 23, 1918, N 67, p. 2; Newspaper Ertoba, March 24, 
1918, N 68, p. 1. 


RUSSIA’S EXPANSION IN THE CAUCASUS AND GEORGIA 


Sandro Ketskhoveli 


cynical: 1. We will not hand over our weapons; 2. Kazishvili, 
Machabeli and Ketskhoveli were the perpetrators of the up- 
rising. They are at your disposal, do whatever you want to 
do with them; 3. The killers of your comrades were bullets, 
look for them on the battlefield; 4. We will only exchange 
captives; 5. We will withdraw from our positions when the 
Guards are back; 6. We did not rob anyone: you and your 
guardsmen robbed the peasants, so you must return loot 
to us.” 

After this response, government forces restored order 
in the region within a few days. Valiko Jugheli sent a tele- 
gram to the government saying that they were acting with 
great caution in order not to deepen the gap that had arisen 
after the provocation. “On March 22, our Red Guards cap- 
tured Tskhinvali and its environs. The enemy did not fight, 
and fled to the mountains before our arrival... Our artillery 
saved the villages and fired grenades at the enemy as it 
was leaving.”*? 

On March 28, near Java, an agreement was reached 
between the government and the insurgents to cease hostil- 
ities, exchange prisoners, hand over weapons, and punish 
the perpetrators. The Commission of Inquiry arrested 92 
people, but only 12 were convicted of active participation 
in the uprising and 32 of aiding and abetting the uprising. 
The remaining 48 were found not guilty. The agreement 
to hand over weapons was not fulfilled, with the rebels re- 


32 Bopb6a TpyAsuuxca lOro-Ocetuu 3a CoBetckyto BNaCTb 
1917-1921 rr, ¢. 35. 


33 Newspaper Ertoba, March 24, 1918, N 68, p. 1-2. 
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turning only cannons to the government, not rifles or ma- 
chine guns.™ Later, Soviet historiography viewed the peace 
agreement through the lense of the rebels saving their forc- 
es to be prepared for new battles.*> Indeed, in the same 
year, Bolshevik Ossetians from the Tskhinvali region took 
part in two more uprisings, in Sachkhere and the Dusheti 
County.*° The response of the government forces against 
them was light, as they did not fully disarm the population. 

In April 1918, the Transcaucasian Federal Republic was 
established in place of the Transcaucasian Commissariat. 
However, it existed for only one month as a result of the 
influence of external factors. On May 26, 1918, Georgia left 
the Federation and declared independence. Two days later, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan also declared independence. 

The ongoing anti-state uprising in the Tskhinvali region 
in March 1918, as well as periodic peasant rallies in the 
Lechkhumi and Dusheti Countys, Sachkhere and Samegre- 
lo, throughout 1918, were organized by the Bolshevik Party 
and aimed at seizing power. The Georgian and Ossetian 
Bolsheviks involved in the uprising, alongside non-partisan 
people who were inspired by their promises, represented a 
minority of the population, albeit one which was armed. It 
could be said that these uprisings were of a socio-political 
nature, but the young Georgian state still dealt with them: 
on the one hand, defending the state, and on the other, 
dealing with the insurgents as tactfully and cautiously as 
possible. 

In general, the Bolsheviks gained great influence in the 
mountainous part of Shida Kartli. The Caucasus Region- 
al Committee of the Russian Communist Party sent Filipp 
Makharadze, Mikha Tskhakaia and other influential Bolshe- 
viks to the Ossetian-populated part of Kartli. Together with 
local Bolsheviks, they prepared the ground for a decisive 
struggle against the Republic of Georgia and for the seizure 
of power.*” 

In 1918-1919, the rule of the Republic of Georgia was 
slightly extended in Java, Roki and the mountainous part of 
Kartli, which was inhabited by Ossetians. The Bolsheviks 
disrupted local government (local self-government) and 
even constituent assembly elections in Java, while in other 
parts of the Gori County, including in the Tskhinvali district 
and villages inhabited by Ossetians or mixed Georgian-Os- 
setian population, both elections were held democratically. 
In the Gori County, the Social Democratic Party won 93% 
of the vote (turnout 50.56%) in the local government elec- 


34 B. 3. Manes, Bopb6a Tpygauuxca Oxon Ocetun 3a Copetc- 
Kyt0 Bnactb B 1917-1921rr., UxuHBanu, 1977, c. 87-88; B. 2. 
Uxospedos, U3 uctopun tOro-OcetuHcKon opraHusaynn Kn 
Tpysun (1917-1925 rr.), Uxuxsanu, 1981, c. 64; OuepKu Uctopun 
tOro-Ocetuu, Tom I, LxnxBann, 1969, c. 247. 


3B. 3. Mnnes, Bopb6a Tpyasuuxca HOxKHoW Ocetun 3a CoBeTckyto 
Bnlactb B 1917-1921rr., c. 88. 

36 Central Archive of Contemporary History of Georgia, 284/1/150, 
Fol.143-144 


37 B. Pliev, Fighting Road of the Bolshevik Organization of South 
Ossetia, Tbilisi, 1978, p. 11-13. 
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tions and 96% (turnout 81%) in the constituent assembly 
elections.*® 

The Georgian state tried not to irritate the Ossetian pop- 
ulation of the Shida Kartli highlands and to solve the prob- 
lem democratically. However, at the same time, the Cau- 
casus Regional Committee of the Communist Party was 
ideologically uprising, arming, and preparing the population 
for a struggle against the sovereign state. 

The Act of Independence of Georgia stated that the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia would open a free arena 
for the development of all nations living on its territory. How- 
ever, this did not mean that any nation or ethnic group had 
the right to alienate one part of Georgia’s territory and an- 
nex it to another state. In 1918-1919, despite the anti-state 
activities of the Bolsheviks, the Georgian government and 
the Ossetian National Council reviewed projects and dis- 
cussed what kind of self-government or autonomy could 
be granted to the Ossetians living in Georgia. Projects 
fluctuated between autonomous canton and certain Coun- 
ty but a new uprising in late October 1919 contributed to 
the negative resolution of the project.** Yet, no-one denied 
the cultural and national rights of the local ethnic minority. 
The right to be taught in schools in the language of national 
minorities and to establish cultural or community organiza- 
tions was not questioned. If any national minority exceeded 
20% of the population in local self-government, the minority 
could request to conduct business in state and public in- 
stitutions in their native language, in addition to the state 
one. These rights were reflected in the Constitution.” There 
were several Ossetian lawmakers in the Georgian National 
Council and later in the Constituent Assembly.*' In Osset- 
ian-populated areas, Ossetians were mostly appointed to 
administrative positions. For example, the Commissioner of 
“Mountainous Ossetia” was Khariton Gasiyev, and the Head 
of the Tskhinvali district militia Sardion Kharebov.*? There 
were 48 Ossetian schools.* 

In December 1918, the Bolsheviks gained a major- 
ity in the new Ossetian National Council. They did not 
recognize the Georgian government, ignored the latter's 
laws, and disrupted the elections in the Java mountainous 


38 |rakli Khvadagiani, Self-Government Reform in the Republic of 
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strip. In contrast, on February 26, 1919, at an assembly of 
Tbilisi-based Ossetian workers, which was attended by 
about 100 men, the following was declared: “Establish 
a strong connection with the village and declare a fierce 
battle with the Ossetian counter-revolutionary dark forces 
which are trying to drag the working people of Ossetia into 
the adventure of North Ossetia, a national and civil war." 
A short while prior, Ossetian lawmaker Alexander Parniev, 
a member of the legislative body, wrote in the Ertoba news- 
paper: “Georgian peasants heard the chants of Ossetians. 
They heard that the Ossetians are hungry and yet did not 
start asking ‘who are you, where did you fly from, what 
language are you singing in?’ And they lived in brother- 
hood thereafter... | think those who dream of creating an 
independent state of Ossetians either do not understand 
the good and the bad in the world, or they want Georgian 
and Ossetian democracy in conflict, and to destroy what the 
people have achieved.”* 

From December 1918, the Bolshevik National Council 
of Ossetia was no longer subordinate to the central govern- 
ment, so, in May 1919, the central government dissolved 
the council.“* The Bolshevik members of the council fled 
to the mountains and tried to incite the Ossetians of the 
mountains and plains to revolt. They lied to the plain Osse- 
tians that three Ossetian regiments supporting them were 
deployed in Java. The plain Ossetians did not succumb 
to provocation and stated their position as follows: “They 
mess things up and then hide in the mountains. We have 
to pay for all the misery and anger of the government, and 
for what? We have no quarrel with the Georgians, we live 
with them as brothers, and we will live like this. Those from 
Java can go with whomever they want.”4” A new Ossetian 
Congress elected a council which continued the coopera- 
tion with the central government, while the Bolsheviks con- 
tinued to operate underground. 

In the spring of 1919, the “Whites”*® gained advantage 
in the Russian Civil War. Anton Denikin’s*® troops occupied 
the North Caucasus and marched to Moscow. The Cauca- 
sus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
covertly moved from Vladikavkaz to Georgia and continued 
its underground activities in Tbilisi. In the autumn, on the 
second anniversary of the October Revolution, the Commit- 
tee decided to stage a Bolshevik uprising in Georgia. The 
Georgian Special Services managed to arrest the leaders 
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two days before the start of the planned riot.* The uprising 
was delayed; however, the Bolsheviks could not inform the 
regions in time, and small-scale riots took place in Guria, 
Lagodekhi and Samtredia. Anti-state demonstrations also 
started in the Ossetian rural community of Roki, which ex- 
tended to some villages in Shida Kartli. 

According to the plan, an Ossetian detachment was to 
occupy the city of Gori. In the first confrontation, they cap- 
tured the government administration and the militia, but the 
government forces easily and quickly repeled them. After 
defeating the rebels in the plain, government forces oc- 
cupied Java and Roki almost without a fight.°' The leaders 
of the riot moved to the North Caucasus to begin fighting 
against Georgia again.** The government forces started 
disarming the population and seized about 5000 weapons 
of different sorts in the Gori County.* As one of the lead- 
ers of the uprising, Bolshevik Tsitska Abayey, recalled that 
the government forces seized few weapons in the Java 
and Roki communities, as the Ossetians had managed to 
hide many of them. According to another leader of the Bol- 
sheviks, Mate Sanakoev, they handed over only “useless” 
weapons to the government and “kept the good ones.”™ 
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A military-field court tried 300 people in the process of 
suppressing the anti-state uprising in the Gori County. The 
court ruled to shoot nine people (including one of the lead- 
ers of the uprising, Znaur Aidarov - later, during the Soviet 
era, the Kornisi district was named after him), to send 28 
people to labour camps, and sentenced 35 to administrative 
imprisonment.® According to the field headquarters, minor 
irregularities took place during the suppression of the upris- 
ing. In particular, one group of soldiers of the Kakheti Bat- 
talion of the Guards stole poultry and small livestock from 
the local population. A special commission was set up to 
investigate the case.*° 

In January 1920, after the situation was resolved, the 
Guards left the Shida Kartli mountain range, leaving only 
the administration and a small number of soldiers in the 
valleys. 

The 1919 offensive of the Whites was followed by a 
counterattack of the “Reds”*’ in the Russian Civil War. The 
Bolsheviks stopped Denikin’s crusade on Moscow, and 
completely occupied the North Caucasus in March 1920. 
On January 2, 1920, the Soviet Russian Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs, Chicherin, sent a threatening radio telegram 
to Georgia, demanding its timely engagement in the fight 
against Denikin and the establishment of a military alliance. 
The Georgian Foreign Minister, Evgeni Gegechkori, said in 
response on January 12 that, although Georgia had had to 
defend its integrity from Denikin’s troops several times the 
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previous year, Georgia could not intervene in the neigh- 
bouring country’s civil war and shed Georgian blood out- 
side the republic. At the same time, Gegechkori expressed 
his desire for peaceful and good neighbourly relations.® In 
response, on January 13 and 20, 1920, the Caucasus Re- 
gional Committee of the Russian Communist Party issued 
two proclamations calling on Georgian, Azerbaijani, and 
Armenian workers, peasants and soldiers to revolt. 

On February 2, Vladimir Lenin himself, in a report on the 
Russian Central Executive Committee and the Councils of 
People’s Commissars, noted: “The governments of Geor- 
gia and Azerbaijan were proposed to reach an agreement 
against Denikin. They refused for the reason that they do 
not interfere in the affairs of foreign states. Let's see how 
the workers and peasants of Georgia and Azerbaijani see 
it.”©° This was already a threat which the Bolsheviks had 
long been working to execute. 

On March 17, 1920, Lenin sent the following telegram 
to Smilga and Orjonikidze, members of the Revolutionary 
Military Council of the Caucasus Front: “We desperately 
need to capture Baku. Direct all events in this direction. 
At the same time, you need to show the utmost diploma- 
cy in your statements and achieve the maximum possible 
preparedness of the local Soviet authorities. The same ap- 
plies to Georgia, but | advise you to be even more careful. 
Agree with the Commander-in-Chief the issue of transfer 
of troops.”*' Three days later, on March 20, the Red Army 
Command presented a report card to Lenin stating that 
six divisions from the Caucasus Front should be deployed 
against Poland. The remaining military units were not fully 
staffed, and in the event Georgia and Azerbaijani prepared 
for defense, the Red Army offensive might have failed at 
first. The Commander-in-Chief of the Red Army, Sergey 
Kamenev, attached great importance to the revolutionary 
movement in these republics, which he believed would fa- 
cilitate the Red Army in its attack. On March 22, a directive 
was issued to seize Baku, which was further clarified on 
April 1. The directive also stated that relations with Georgia 
were still unclear and that at that stage, the Caucasus Front 
should limit itself to merely observing Georgia. 

At the same time, on March 23, a meeting of the Cauca- 
sus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
in Vladikavkaz decided to establish a Revolutionary Com- 
mittee of South Ossetia, form an armed detachment, and 
declare Soviet power. The Revolutionary Committee was 


588 Central Historical Archive of Georgia, 1864/2/242, Fol. 3-5. 

58° Bopb6a 3a Modeny Copetckon Bnactu B Ipy3suu, [okymexTbl u 
Matepuanbi, 1917-1921, Tounueu, 1958, c. 530-533. 

60 B. UV. NlexnH, CouuHexua, Vi3ganue uetBeptoe, Tom 30, Mocksa, 
1950, c. 301. 

$1 [upektuBbl rnaBHoro KoMaHAoBaHua KpacHow Apmuu (1917- 
1920), C6opHuk JokymeHtos, Mockea, 1969, c. 732. 

2 AupektuBbl rnaBHoro KoMaHAoBaHuA KpacHow Apmuu (1917- 
1920), c. 733-735. 


Democratic Republic of Georgia 
and Bolshevik Uprisings 
in the Tskhinvali Region 


1917-1920 


Evgeni Gegechkori, Foreign Minister of Georgia 


allocated RUB 100,000 to accomplish the task.® As Osse- 
tian Bolshevik Cherman Begizov recalled, by mid-March, 
almost all Bolshevik organizations in South Ossetia had 
moved to North Ossetia to prepare for the uprising and ob- 
tain weapons. Only the Party Organization of the Roki dis- 
trict remained to control the Roki Pass. “Another Ossetian 
Bolshevik, Vasily Sanakoev, recalled that in March 1920, 
when the Red Army approached Vladikavkaz, he crossed 
the Zekari Pass together with Ladi Sanakoev and up to 400 
other comrades to get armed and return to fight the Men- 
sheviks.® Razden Kozayev, a member of the South Osse- 
tian Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party, 
recalled the same story. He wrote that in March, 400 South 
Ossetians moved to the North Caucasus under the com- 
mand of Ossetian Ladi Sanakoev, they were to get armed 
and return along with the Red Army to hit a crushing blow 
to Menshevik Georgia. He said that another 200-strong 
detachment, led by Arsen Dzutsoev, moved from south to 
north in March for the same purpose.® The memoirs of Efim 
Tskhovrebov, Simon Shavlokhov, Gega Jioev and others 
present the same information.%” 

On April 3, the Caucasus Regional Committee of the 
Russian Communist Party spread a new proclamation in 
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Georgia. The Bolsheviks informed the Georgian people 
that the Red Army had reached the Georgian border, that 
the “liberation of Georgia” would come in a matter of days, 
and called on them to revolt and oust the government. At 
the same time, in diplomatic correspondence, the Russian 
Foreign Minister Chicherin assured his Georgian counter- 
part, Evgeni Gegechkori, that Soviet Russia was not plan- 
ing war with Georgia, nor to invade its borders. Despite 
Chicherin’s claims, the Georgian government realized that 
the country was on the brink of occupation. Therefore, while 
asking the Western states to provide weapons assistance 
to protect the country’s independence, they also sent Spe- 
cial Envoy Grigol Uratadze to negotiate with Russia. Ser- 
go Orjonikidze stopped Uratadze on his way to Moscow 
in Rostov. On April 15, Lenin wrote to Orjonikidze that the 
government did not oppose the arrival of the Georgian rep- 
resentative in Moscow, however, agreed with Orjonikidze 
that it was not worth speeding up Uratadze’s arrival, and 
entrusted him to determine the date of the departure. Orjon- 
ikidze was also in no hurry, so Uratadze took advantage of 
Orjonikidze’s presence on the front and left for Moscow with 
the help of a military-political commander of the Red Army. 
Orjonikidze then wrote to Lenin not to rush to conclude a 
truce with Uratadze.”° 

The events unfolded according to a scenario written in 
Moscow. The 11th Army was preparing to invade Azerbai- 
jan, the Ossetian Bolsheviks in Vladikavkaz were preparing 
for war against Georgia and calling on the people of the 
country to revolt, while Moscow was closely monitoring the 
ongoing processes. 

On April 27, the 11th Russian Army invaded Azerbaijan. 
At the same time, armed local Bolsheviks confronted the 
local government and, two hours before the 11th Army’s ar- 
rival in the city, forced the parliament to hand over power to 
the Revolutionary Committee (Revkom). On April 28, at 4 
am, the Red Army entered Baku. On the same day, Orjon- 
ikidze wrote to Lenin from Baku telling him not to rush into 
talks with Uratadze. The Georgian Diplomatic Mission was 
arrested in Azerbaijan.’ On April 29, the Prime Minister of 
Georgia, the Minister of War, and the Guards Headquarters 
received a secret message from Gori: “Now we received an 
urgent message, mountain artillery has been transferred to 
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Roki, the locals are gradually joining.” On April 29, Evgeni 
Gegechkori sent a note to Chicherin protesting both facts.” 
On the same day, the Bolsheviks of the Roki community 
captured the local commissioner and administration.” 

On April 29, the partial mobilization of the Georgian 
Armed Forces began. After the capture of Baku, the 32nd 
division of the 11th Army entered Ganja. On May 1, ad- 
vanced units of the Red Army attacked the Georgian bat- 
talion located on the Georgian-Azerbaijani border, near the 
Red Bridge, and invaded the Georgian border in several 
versts.” On the night of May 2, a group of local Bolsheviks 
attacked a cadet military school in Tbilisi, but the cadets 
repulsed the attack.” It was already a war against Geor- 
gia, in which the Red Army and the Bolsheviks operating 
inside the country, armed by the Reds, took part. On May 
3, Lenin asked Orjonikidze to immediately inform him of the 
motives for postponing negotiations with Uratadze. Orjon- 
ikidze, a member of the Caucasus Front Military Council, 
who was happy with the success of the first days, answered 
Lenin and Stalin with a radio telegram: “Everything is envis- 
aged and being completed, events are developing in such 
a way that we hope to be in Tbilisi no later than the 15".” 
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On May 4, even more confident, he informed Moscow that 
he would be in Tbilisi on May 12th.”’ Orjonikidze’s hopes 
were dashed that same day. The British Foreign Minister, 
Lord George Kerzon, sent a note to Moscow urging them to 
end the hostilities in Crimea and the Caucasus. The Kremlin 
was forced to give its consent.’’Lenin’s decision was great- 
ly influenced by the fact that the Soviet troops in Ukraine 
had suffered a severe defeat by the Polish Army, and troops 
of the People’s Republic of Ukraine and the Reds had to 
move some divisions from the Caucasus to the Western 
front. At the same time, the Georgian Army stopped the 
advance of the Reds and repeled its opponent. On May 4, 
the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Russian Com- 
munist Party discussed the issue of Georgia and instructed 
Orjonikidze, on behalf of the Central Committee, to refrain 
from attacking Georgia.’”® Orjonikidze did not stop fighting 
and tried to persuade Moscow to resume the attack. On 
May 6, under a directive of the Caucasus Regional Com- 
mittee of the Russian Communist Party, the South Ossetian 
Revcom declared Soviet power and annexation to Soviet 
Russia, so far only in the Roki region.®° This was a violation 


™ — Grigol Zhvania, How the Occupation of the Democratic Republic 
of Georgia was Prepared (documents), Thilisi, 1992. p. 37-38 
(in Georgian). 
78 Dnpextuss| KomaHfoBakua cdbpoxtoB = KpacHom Apmun 
(1917-1922 rr.), CbopHuk LoKymexTos B 4 Tomax, Tom Ill, Mocksa, 
1974, c. 147; 742. 


8 Grigol Zhvania, How the Occupation of the Democratic Republic 
of Georgia was Prepared (documents), p. 38-39. 

80 Uspectus tOro-OceTuHckoro Hay4HO-MccneqoBaTenbCkoro MHCTH- 
TyTa KpaeBegeuna, Boinyck Il, c. 124. 


Democratic Republic of Georgia 
and Bolshevik Uprisings 
in the Tskhinvali Region 


1917-1920 


of the sovereignty of the Republic of Georgia at a time when 
the state was involved in a defensive war. Nevertheless, the 
Georgian government tried to resolve the issue peacefully. 
According to Alexander (Toto) Gagloev, one of the leaders 
of the Ossetian Bolsheviks, Toto Tskhurbaev and others 
sent by the government to the peace talks were refused the 
chance to negotiate and were told that they were waging a 
revolutionary struggle not against the Georgian nation but 
against the Georgian and Ossetian counter-revolution. Al- 
exander Gagloev stated he believed that the government 
was trying to gain time through these negotiations.*' 

On May 6-7, Stalin, on the instructions of the Central 
Committee, twice spoke to Orjonikidze and explained that 
the Committee demanded a stop to the attack on Georgia, 
as dictated by the international situation. At the same time, 
he advised Orjonikidze not to hurry to start an uprising in 
Georgia and to save forces for the near future. Orjonikidze 
confessed that he was obeying Lenin’s “break” in order to 
deal with the Poles and then with Georgia.®* Nevertheless, 
clashes on the Georgian-Azerbaijani border between the 
Georgian and Soviet armies continued until May 18. On 
May 7, Russia and Georgia signed a peace agreement in 
Moscow, according to which Russia recognized Georgia’s 
independence, its territorial integrity (including the entire 
Gori County), and refused to interfere in its internal affairs.® 
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Ossetian Bolshevik military detachment 


At the time, when the Ossetian Bolsheviks declared 
their intention to unite Russia and a Soviet republic in the 
Roki community, only one small battalion of the Guards was 
stationed in Tskhinvali, Java, and the surrounding area. 

On May 15, a small clash took place between the Os- 
setian Bolsheviks and the Guards’ spies near the village of 
Koshka. The Ossetian Bolsheviks called this incident an 
attack on Soviet Russia.™ A note from the Russian Foreign 
Minister followed shortly. On May 17, Chicherin wrote to the 
Georgian government that the presence of Georgian troops 
in South Ossetia, where Soviet rule had been declared, was 
a matter of concern. Chicherin demanded the withdrawal 
of the Georgian troops from South Ossetia, since, in his 
view, it was “Georgian interference in the internal affairs of 
Soviet Ossetia.” In a reply sent on May 20, Evgeni Gegech- 
kori stated that there was no “South Ossetia” in Georgia, 
there were only Ossetian villages in the Gori County, and 
this area was located south of the Georgian-Russian bor- 
der. Gegechkori called on Chicherin to timely withdraw the 
Soviet detachment from Roki.® 

On May 20, the Chairman of the South Ossetian Re- 
gional Committee, Vladimir Sanakoev, sent a directive 
from Vladikavkaz to the Secretary of the same Committee, 
Alexander Jatiev, in Roki. Sanakoev briefed his comrade- 
in-arms on the May 7 Russian-Georgian agreement and 
the commitment of the parties to non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs. However, he assured the address- 
ee that the liquidation of the uprising was not planned un- 
der any circumstances, and that the issue of its expansion 
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should be taken with caution. At the same time, Sanakoev 
advised Jatiev to negotiate with the government or army 
commanders through Khariton Gasiev, who was to promise 
not to attack only if the Georgian Army was not close to Os- 
setia. Sanakoev clarified, of course, that this condition was 
temporary (pasymeetca, 40 nopbl, 40 BpemeHh). The direc- 
tive also stated that the first regiment of the South Ossetian 
brigade in Vladikavkaz was fully armed and staffed, while 
eight companies of the second regiment were ready and its 
full formation was short of just one company. The brigade 
wanted to timely march to Georgia, but given the situation, 
the death of the Mensheviks was delayed.®° According to 
Mate Sanakoev, the Commander of the 1st Regiment sta- 
tioned in Vladikavkaz and later the Commander of troops 
which invaded the Tskhinvali region, there were 965 fighters 
in the 1st regiment by May 15, 90% of which were former 
front and experienced warriors. He said that the regiment 
was no different from regular units of the Red Army.®” 

On May 25, in the vicinity of Java, near the village of 
Elbach, another clash took place between a rebel recon- 
naissance detachment heading from Roki to Java and a 
Guards detachment. According to the rebels, the Guards 
retreated.® 

On May 28, the second conference of the South Osse- 
tian branch of the Russian Communist Party convened in 
Vladikavkaz, sending a memorandum to the Central Com- 
mittee of the Russian Communist Party, the Russian gov- 
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Giorgi Kvinitadze, the Commander-in-Chief of the Georgian Armed 
Forces, led the operation against Ossetian Bolsheviks invaded Gori 
County in 1920 


ernment and the Caucasus Front. The memorandum was 
full of insults, slanders, distorted facts, as well as exagger- 
ated news and lies about the Georgian government. They 
declared the so-called South Ossetia as an integral part of 
Russia; they wrote that South Ossetia should be a direct 
part of Russia, and the rest of Georgia should join Russia in 
the form of the Tbilisi and Kutaisi governorates. The Osset- 
ian Bolsheviks asked the Red Army for help.® 

On May 31, an Ossetian military unit led by Mate San- 
akoev headed from Vladikavkaz to Georgia. It is unknown 
whether a sanction on the launch of an attack was issued 
by the Russian Central Government or not, since such a 
document has not been found in the Georgian archives or 
published papers, and we have no access to the Russian ar- 
chives. However, what we know for sure is that the Russians 
had been training and arming the Ossetian brigade for two 
months prior, and the deployment of such large groups to 
Georgia would not have been possible without their verbal 
permission and support. It is quite possible that there was 
no directive written or issued on behalf of the central govern- 
ment to this military unit on the launch of an invasion, which 
was the usual tactic employed by the Soviet Russian author- 
ities. For example, before the possible invasion of Georgia 
on December 3, 1920, Stalin wrote to Orjonikidze that troops 
should be deployed on the order of the army or the front, but 
not on behalf of the government.% Russia was going on an 
adventure, though if the military group succeeded and start- 
ed fighting against the government in other parts of Georgia, 
the Kremlin would benefit from it; Otherwise, Russia would 


8 Ibid, p. 87-98. 
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have washed its hands and denied any connection with the 
ongoing developments. And so it happened. 

An Ossetian group from Vladikavkaz split into three 
parts in the village of Nari on June 4. The two main groups 
crossed the Roki and Zekari passes and arrived in the Gori 
County. The third group moved in the direction of the Racha 
County and occupied the villages of Kemulta, Tsona, Tede- 
leti, Chasavali and Tsedisi.°' Colonel Intskirveli launched 
a counterattack with one battalion from Oni, expelled the 
enemy from the village of Tsedisi and drove to the village of 
Chasavali.** Meanwhile, two Ossetian detachments which 
crossed the Roki and Zekari passes attacked the Guards 
battalion stationed in Java and its surrounding village of 
Mskhlebi from different directions and seized Java. Ac- 
cording to the Commander of the Ossetian military group, 
Mate Sanakoev, a total of 73 Georgian soldiers were killed 
during the clashes in and around Java. This number did 
not count those guards who drowned in the Liakhvi river.® 
According to Ossetian sources, they captured from 400 to 
550 soldiers. According to Georgian data, Ossetian troops 
captured 354 military and militiamen. On June 8, after a 
skirmish, the Ossetians captured Tskhinvali too. Vladimir 
Abayev, the Head of the South Ossetian Revolutionary 
Committee, claimed they had 2,000 armed Red Guerrillas 
in Tskhinvali on June 8.% After the capture of Tskhinvali, 
Mate Sanakoev drew up a new plan which included: The 
capture of the city of Gori, capturing the railway from Gori 
to the Surami tunnel, demolishing bridges over the Mtkvari, 
announcing a mobilization, attacking the Georgian units lo- 
cated in the Dariali gorge from the rear, and connecting with 
Vladikavkaz from Dariali and then attacking the Oni district. 
Alexander Jatiev impeded Sanakoev’s plans.° 

On June 8, Soviet rule was declared in Tskhinvali. The 
center of Ossetia was to be Tskhinvali, and the territory in- 
cluded the section from Oni to Dusheti. The rebels expressed 
their desire to join Soviet Russia and appealed to the 10th 
Red Army stationed in the North Caucasus to mediate with 
the center and deploy the Red Army in South Ossetia, an in- 
tegral part of Russia.”” On the same day, the General Staff 
of Georgia reported that Ossetian gangs were robbing the 
Georgian population in villages near Tskhinvali.°° 

The state had long endured the ongoing unrest in the re- 
gion. The government forgave the Ossetian Bolsheviks a lot, 
including the 1918-1919 anti-state uprisings and the assas- 
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sination of administration leaders, the disruption of the loca 
self-government and constituent assembly elections in the 
mountainous range of the Gori County, and the non-payment 
of taxes. But the events of May-June 1920 went beyond al 
bounds — the stab in the back during the war and opening a 
new front, killing the Guards, destroying an integral part of 
the country and declaring it as a part of Soviet Russia — al 
these representing the desire of only a small part of the Os- 
setian population in the Gori County, a desire which had no 
historical, legal or moral basis and was based solely on vio- 
lence. The government decided to put an end to it. 

On June 8, units of the Guards were dispatched from 
the border of Azerbaijani to Gori. On June 10, the 8th bat- 
talion of the Guards (3230 soldiers), a cavalry regiment, 
and two batteries of artillery gathered there.*® The opera- 
tion was led by the Commander-in-Chief of the Georgian 
Armed Forces, General Giorgi Kvinitadze. The army was 
divided into four convoys. The task of the two central con- 
voys was to liberate Tskhinvali, and the task of the right 
and left convoys was to bypass the Tskhinvali flanks, liber- 
ate the local villages and expel the adversary.'°° Govern- 
ment troops easily liberated Tskhinvali with a single attack 
at 9 am on June 12. The flank convoys also succeeded. 
On June 14, the Georgian army took Java, Khvtse and 
Geri; on June 20, the village of Roki; and in the following 
days the passes into the North Caucasus were occupied. 
From June 12 until the end of the operation, the Georgian 
Army did not meet much resistance and liberated the re- 
gion with small skirmishes. Its loss was several dead and 
up to 20 wounded soldiers. 

During the first three days, government troops quite 
frequently exceeded their authority, looting and burn- 
ing the houses of the rebels, as can be seen from Valiko 
Jugheli’s diary. On June 15, a meeting of military head- 
quarters and military unit commanders decided to tighten 
discipline. Valiko Jugheli, who worried about the burning 
of houses in the previous days, but justified the fact, wrote 
in his diary on June 15: “The issue of looting and burning 
of houses was raised. We made a joint decision to stop 
burning houses and looting and to establish strict order. It 
was a relief to me.” 

On June 18, the rebels again appealed to Lenin and 
Chicherin for effective assistance and reminded then that 
on June 8, Soviet rule had been announced by the March 23 
order of the Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian 
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Communist Party. The certified order had been received 
from a special courier on May 6.1% 

Soviet Russia held off from continuing its initiated ad- 
venture, which was clearly on the way to defeat. On June 
7, the Politburo of the Russian Communist Party approved 
instructions for action in the Caucasus. The instruction said 
not to support uprisings and explained to insurgents that all 
this was the result of world conjuncture and the situation in 
Russia. And the ongoing uprisings, for example in South 
Ossetia, should be stopped on the basis of an amnesty. 4 
On July 14, the Soviet Russian Ambassador to Georgia, 
Sergey Kirov, denied the Russian Communist Party’s con- 
nection to the uprising, adding that the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party did not recognize the South 
Ossetian District Committee of the Communist Party.’ 
In fact, on the fourth day of the Second Congress of the 
Comintern (July 26), during a private conversation, Lenin 
told Razden Kozaev, a member of this Committee who 
was dispatched to Moscow to attend the Congress: “Dear 
Comrade highlander! You will not even be able to reach 
your native mountains, as the Mensheviks will already be 
far beyond the Black Sea. Do not worry, go back and greet 
the South Ossetian militant organization.”'° 
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On June 18, during the hostilities, the Defense Council 
of the Republic of Georgia decided to abolish the village 
of Roki. In addition, the decision stated that the rebellious 
Ossetians who had fled should not be returned; support- 
ers of the rebels were to be deported from Java and its 
environs and settled with Georgians; state-loyal Osset- 
ians were to remain in their villages, and if they suffered 
from military actions, they would be reimbursed from the 
republic’s budget; '” and suspicious persons were to be 
relocated to other regions of Georgia. This last point was 
not fulfilled. As can be seen from this resolution, one part 
of the Ossetians living in Georgia was deported not as 
an ethnicity, but according to their loyalty to the state. De- 
ported were those who had been involved in armed fighting 
against the government for two years, killed soldiers, dis- 
rupted elections, claimed to be part of a neighbouring state, 
and that this neighbouring state was arming and training 
them against Georgia. These people represented a minority 
of Georgia’s ethnic Ossetian population. 

Just over 20,000 ethnically Ossetian Bolsheviks and 
their supporters were deported or fled on their own to the 
North Caucasus. “Up to 20,000 or more” is the number of 
refugees indicated in the letters of leaders of the uprising 
sent to each other or to Lenin in July-September 1920.1 
This number is repeated in the January 24, 1921 decision 
of the District Committee of the South Ossetian Communist 
Party, according to which a congress of insurgent migrants 
from South Ossetia was to convene in Vladikavkaz, repre- 
senting 20,000 Ossetian refugees in the North Caucasus." 

While the separatist leaders wrote to each other and 
to Lenin about 20,000 refugees, the newspaper Sovetsky 
Kavkaz wrote in September 1920 that 50,000 refugees 
had crossed the Caucasus ridge." After the occupation of 
Georgia in 1921, the Ossetian Revcom also increased the 
number of refugees to 25,000-30,000.""In 1935, in the fore- 
word to the Izvestia Institute of Local Lore, the number of 
asylum seekers increased to 40,000," and in the 1980s, in 
a letter to the Secretary General of the USSR Central Com- 
mittee, Yuri Andropov, their number rose to 75,000." The 
frequent changes of data and manipulation of numbers in 
different years clearly indicates that the issue has always 
been the subject of speculation. 

After the summer of 1920, about 75,000 Ossetian cit- 
izens were living peacefully in Georgia. No-one touched 
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them, and they declared themselves loyal to the state, con- 
demning the behaviour of the Bolsheviks. On July 6, Os- 
setians from the Gori County, the Khashuri district and the 
Tsemi community wrote to the Head of the Government con- 
demning and naming the Ossetian uprising of the highland 
Ossetians “ruinous.” In the letter, they said the rebels had 
sent agitators calling for an uprising, but they were without 
success. The authors of the letter also said that rebel gangs 
had harmed the peaceful Ossetian population." The fact 
that the Ossetian gangs were also active in the Khashuri 
district is confirmed by a meeting transcript of represent- 
atives of the Gori Guards headquarters on July 3, 1920." 
On June 20, a total of 13 insurgents were shot dead in 
Tskhinvali during hostilities.° This death toll, like the depor- 
tations, soon became the subject of speculation. Bolshe- 
vik leaders wrote that government troops did not spare the 
refugees, including the elderly and women. Yet, the July 6 
meeting transcript of the board of the Gori local self-govern- 
ment paints a completely different picture: Klimiashvili, the 
chairman of the local self-government said, “The Ossetians 
heading to the north faced difficulties. They, weak and hun- 
gry, can no longer continue on their way. They are being fed 
by the field headquarters.”"” Individual cases of violence and 
murder were happening, though. Not all could control the de- 
sire for revenge, and human tragedies ensued, but if it was 
organized and mass-produced, then who were those people 
who the army field headquarters fed on the way to exile? If 
the Republic wanted the organized assassination of the rebel 
Ossetians, the Defense Council would have issued a com- 
pletely different order, instead of ordering their deportation. 
The Bolshevik leaders also wrote that deportees from 
Georgia were met with hostility by the local population 
in North Ossetia. Mate Sanakoev recalls: “Disturbing in- 
formation was received from North Ossetia: there, coun- 
ter-revolutionary bandit elements robbed old men and 
women, killed, kidnapped girls, and stole cattle from the 
retreating rebels.”"® In 1920-1921, Ossetian Bolshevik 
leaders wrote that cholera had spread among the depor- 
tees to North Ossetia and had taken the lives of several 
thousand refugees." 
The specific number of dead (4,812) first appeared 
in the Russian-language newspaper Zaria Vostoka NS575 
in 1924. The propaganda newspaper told readers that 
the atrocities and plunder had been committed by the 
British occupiers and traitor Menshevik government, 
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and reported that the Menshevik government had killed 
4,812 people in South Ossetia with the participation 
of the British.'° The Social Security Commissariat un- 
der the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
South Ossetia repeated the data of Zaria Vostoka in a 
report to the Central Committee of the Communist Par- 
ty of the USSR, dated September 24, 1925.'*" The same 
was then published in the Ossetian-language news- 
paper Khurzarini N21, with more specified wording, in 
1928. According to the newspaper, a total of 669 people 
were killed during the fighting and 4,143 more in exile.'” 
Anew wording appeared in the 1929 information report on 
national minorities in the autonomous district by the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist Party of South Ossetia. 
According to the report, a total of 4,812 people died as a 
result of the Menshevik operation, the ongoing civil war in 
Russia, and epidemics.'*° There is one interesting detail 
in this report — the South Ossetian victims of the Russian 
Civil War. Soviet Russia failed to create normal living con- 
ditions for the Ossetians who, provoked by Russia, revolted 
and were then abandoned after moving to the north. Russia 
used them again, this time in its civil war — involving more 
than a thousand Ossetian refugees in the fight against the 
White Movement. It is known that in September 1920, a 
battle with the insurgent population of the Cossack Stanitsa 
Borgustan took the lives of 330-545 (according to various 
data) fighters of the South Ossetian Brigade. A report of 
5,279 dead appeared in the Russian-language monograph 
Fight for the Proletarian Revolution in Georgia by histori- 
an Giorgi Khachapuridze which was published in 1936. 
Here, the author cites materials of a special commission, 
although the information he verifies has no specific archival 
reference. Khachapuridze simply wrote that the materials 
“are preserved in the Museum of the Georgian Revolution.”" 

If the information were real and such a document ex- 
isted, Khachapuridze, for the credibility of the note, would 
have pointed to the archival code and not to the archive of 
the entire museum in his work. Or, at least, this information 
would have been seen and used by other historians in the 
Soviet or post-Soviet periods. Works preserved at the for- 
mer Museum of Revolution were transferred to the National 
Archives of Georgia and the History Archive of the Central 
Committee of the Party (now in the archives of the Ministry of 
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Internal Affairs) during the Soviet period. No such information 
is available in these funds. How many South Ossetians died 
during the military operation in the Gori County, during the 
deportation to the north, during the cholera, or in the Russian 
Civil War, remains unknown and is still subject to speculation. 
In November 1920, Soviet Russia began preparing for 
the occupation of Georgia after a truce with Poland and the 
defeat of Wrangel.'’ As part of this policy, the South Osset- 
ian District Committee of the Communist Party sent five peo- 
ple from Vladikavkaz to Georgia on December 20 to prepare 
the ground for the upcoming decisive battle against Georgia 
in the Kareli, Gujareti and Ksani regions. '7° When Soviet Rus- 
sia’s plan to blow Georgia from the inside and join it to the 
Soviet Union was thwarted, units of the 11th, 10th and 9th 
armies moved toward Georgia in February 1921. In addition 
to the 10th army of Terg-Dagestanis, who crossed the Cauca- 
sus Pass and the Dariali Gorge, a 1,200-strong South Osse- 
tian brigade"? also attacked Georgia from the north. In 1921, 
the Ossetian Bolsheviks returned and repeatedly abused the 
Georgian population of the Tskhinvali region. 

A typical letter sent by locals to the People’s Com- 
missariat of Internal Affairs in the spring of the same year 
paints a grim picture: “It’s already three months that we 
are fleeing our homes after the Ossetians entered... they 
burned down 78-80 of our houses in Tskhinvali and all 
the surviving goods and furniture and harvest were taken 
to the Java district ... When we ask why, they beat and 
threaten us. They killed 32 people, some of them were 
burned and some beaten to death. Women, old and young, 
were raped... Give us weapons to protect ourselves and 
return to our homes.”'° 

On April 22, 1922, the Autonomous District of South 
Ossetia was established within the Georgian SSR. 

As a result of the research, we can say that talking about 
genocide is irrelevant. Nevertheless, it is true that the Osset- 
ian and Georgian population of Shida Kartli was dramatically 
affected by the 1917-1921 processes in the region. Who is 
responsible for these events? | think the Bolsheviks, from the 
Kremlin to the local leaders. It was they who armed, financed, 
trained and provoked the people of the region against their 
own state. Local Bolsheviks killed soldiers and civilians, oc- 
cupied the territory of the sovereign state with weapons, and 
declared it part of Russia. When the uprising was repeated 
for the third time, the state’s response was forced, harsh and 
painful. This moment in history as a whole is a bitter experi- 
ence that should have served as a lesson, but in vain. It is 
even more unfortunate that the distortion and speculation of 
this already difficult history still serves a negative purpose: 
to provoke confrontation between Georgians and Ossetians. 
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